Challenger Middle School

8th Grade Physical Science 

Mr. Benjamin deLeon

Email: bdeleon@sandi.net
School Website: challengerms.org

Phone: (858) 586-7001 ext. 4801

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 8th grade Physical Science will introduce students to physics, chemistry, astronomy, and measurement. This course is based on the State of California’s Standards for 8th grade:

http://www.cde.ca.gov/
COURSE OUTLINE: The nine standards will be covered in the following order:

· Standard 9 Investigation and Experimentation
· Standard 1 Motion
· Standard 2 Forces
· Standard 8 Density and Buoyancy
· Standard 3 The Structure of Matter

· Standard 7 The Periodic Table

· Standard 5 Reactions

· Standard 6 Chemistry of Living Systems

· Standard 4 Earth in the Solar System

CLASSROOM VALUES:

· RESPONSIBIITY

· RESPECT

· CONSIDERATION

· PERSERVERANCE

· SHARING

CITIZENSHIP:  
· Excellent: A student that follows all of the school rules and observes the classroom values.

· Good: A student that has been warned about following the school rules or classroom values.

· Satisfactory: A student that commits minor infractions against the school rules or fails to observe the classroom values on more than one occasion.

· Needs Improvement: A student that continuously commits minor infractions against the school rules or does not observe the classroom values.

· Unacceptable: A student that commits a serious infraction or refuses to abide by the school rules or classroom values.

GRADING: A student’s grade is based on their performance in the following areas:

· SCIENCE NOTEBOOK: An organized, neat, and complete notebook. The notebook will be checked weekly to insure student success.

· HOMEWORK: Homework shall be completed inside the science notebook and will be graded weekly. 

· QUIZZES: A quiz will be given weekly to assess student mastery of science concepts.

· TESTS: There will be nine tests. Each test will cover one of the nine Standards.

· PROJECTS: A variety of projects will be due throughout the year. Examples: PowerPoint, Inspiration, Comic Life, Mousetrap Cars, Water Rockets, Videos, Group Posters, and Science Project.

· GRADING SCALE: 

90-100%
A

80-89%
B

70-79%
C

60-69%
D

00-59%
F

FIELD TRIPS: A student that attends a field trip in another class must make-up the work that she/he missed while on the trip.

HOMEWORK: The Challenger website has a link to my class. A parent or student can check homework online at http://challengerms.org/ 
MATERIALS: Spiral Notebook, Pencils, Scotch Tape, Colored Pencils, Metric Ruler
Dear Parents/Guardians,


My goal for this year is to equip students with the necessary skills and knowledge to perform at a proficient or advanced level on the State Exam. In the process of meeting this goal, students will master the fundamental skills needed to be successful in physics, chemistry, and astronomy. I will focus on individual student behavior and whole class management to ensure a safe and quality environment for optimal student learning. I look forward to working with you to achieve this goal. 

Sincerely,

Benjamin deLeon

Parent Signature:_________________________________________ Date____________

Student Signature:________________________________________ Date____________

